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meaning of the whole experience. To an electronic occasion, if
it were conscious and could introspect its own process, the meaning
emerging from and guiding the concrescence would be that of
becoming a particular kind of electronic occasion. But as
actual occasions are not only effects of their predecessors, but
are causes determining the character of their successors, to aim
at becoming such an electronic occasion is to aim at being the
cause of its successor having the character of an electronic occasion
occupying a certain space-time location (that is to say, a member
of the temporal nexus of actual occasions which constitutes an
electron moving in a particular direction and with a particular
velocity). To a percipient occasion in the human mind, the
meaning includes the setting in train of the nexus of events which
is the appropriate response to the perceived situation. The details
of the process of arriving at this meaning are discussed in the
next section.

This completion of the process which is the actual occasion, and
which I have ventured to describe as finding the meaning of the
experience, is called by Whitehead the satisfaction of the actual
occasion. Once this is achieved, the actual occasion is over, for
the subjective aim, being now satisfied, ceases to operate. But
although actual occasions perish, they are said to have objective
immortality, because their constituent feelings enter into and
become part of succeeding actual occasions. Antecedent actual
occasions are thus efficient causes of the character of subsequent
actual occasions. But the relation is something more than that of
cause and effect. The cause persists in the effect. In the nexus
of actual occasions constituting a mind, this means that past
experience does not merely affect present experience, but persists
in the present experience.

Thus also it is seen that subjective aim is more than merely
an aim of self-completion. For its satisfaction is not a terminus.
Satisfaction is the completion of the actual occasion as an
agent determining the course of other events. It is, however,
cardinal to Whitehead's system that the determination of an actual
occasion by preceding events is not complete. Something is left for
determination by the occasion itself. Unless there were some
selection of possibilities there would be no reason for the conception
of subjective aim. It would be enough to describe an event as
an effect of preceding events, and automatically becoming after an
interval of time (its specious present) a cause of other events.